
Faith Comes by Hearing Bible Study – 3.4.26 (For 3.8.26)  

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-8 
 

1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show 
you. 2And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 
 
4So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all 
their possessions that they had gathered, 

and the people that they had acquired in 
Haran, and they set out to go to the land 
of Canaan. When they came to the land 
of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak 
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. 7Then the Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built 
there an altar to the Lord, who had 
appeared to him. 8From there he moved 
to the hill country on the east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. And there he 
built an altar to the Lord and called upon 
the name of the Lord.

1. God provides Abram a great promise filled with blessing. What does God include 
in His covenant of blessing? What about these were appealing and unbelievable?   

2. What is Abram’s response to God’s offer? How is Abram able to trust God?  
3. Why is it significant that the Lord appeared to Abram after he arrived in 

Canaan? What is the significance of the altars built by Abram? 
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

1What then shall we say was gained by 
Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3For what does the 
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to the one who 
works, his wages are not counted as a gift 
but as his due. 5And to the one who does 
not work but believes in him who justifies 

the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness…   
 

13For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the world 
did not come through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath, but where there 
is no law there is no transgression. 



 
16That is why it depends on faith, in order 
that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to 
the adherent of the law but also to the one 
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is 

the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”—in 
the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not 
exist.

1. Paul holds Abraham up in high regard. What about Abraham does Paul emphasize? 
How is this to guide us in faith? 

2. Paul also shares how we get in on Abraham’s inheritance. How do we?  
3. How is God described in v. 17, and how does this description bolster Abraham's 

confidence in the promise? 
 
Gospel: John 4:5-26 
 
5So he came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well 
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was 
from his journey, was sitting beside the 
well. It was about the sixth hour. 
 
7A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away 
into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings 
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.” 11The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing 
to draw water with, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12Are 
you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, 
as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever 

drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The water that I 
will give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The 
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have 
to come here to draw water.” 
 
16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 
husband, and come here.” 17The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had 
five husbands, and the one you now have 
is not your husband. What you have said 
is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our 
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 
you say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour 
is coming when neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. 22You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the true 



worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, 

“I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell 
us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.”

 

1. Jesus gets to this Samaritan town around noon. What is significant about this time of 

day?  

2. Jesus crosses a couple of boundaries in this conversation with a woman. What ones 

are they? Why is this significant? 

3. Jesus also offers this woman promises that are unexpected and unbelievable. What 

are they? What do they lead this woman to believe about Jesus? 

 


