
Faith Comes by Hearing Bible Study – 3.18.26 (For 3.22.26)  

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:18-22, 25-27, 32-37 
 

18When the child had grown, he went out 
one day to his father among the reapers. 
19And he said to his father, “Oh, my head, 
my head!” The father said to his servant, 
“Carry him to his mother.” 20And when he 
had lifted him and brought him to his 
mother, the child sat on her lap till noon, 
and then he died. 21And she went up and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God and 
shut the door behind him and went out. 
22Then she called to her husband and 
said, “Send me one of the servants and 
one of the donkeys, that I may quickly go 
to the man of God and come back again.”  
 
25So she set out and came to the man of 
God at Mount Carmel. When the man of 
God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi 
his servant, “Look, there is the 
Shunammite. 26Run at once to meet her 
and say to her, ‘Is all well with you? Is all 
well with your husband? Is all well with 
the child?’” And she answered, “All is 
well.” 27And when she came to the 
mountain to the man of God, she caught 
hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to push 

her away. But the man of God said, 
“Leave her alone, for she is in bitter 
distress, and the Lord has hidden it from 
me and has not told me.”  
 
32When Elisha came into the house, he 
saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33So 
he went in and shut the door behind the 
two of them and prayed to the Lord. 
34Then he went up and lay on the child, 
putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes 
on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. 
And as he stretched himself upon him, 
the flesh of the child became warm. 
35Then he got up again and walked once 
back and forth in the house, and went up 
and stretched himself upon him. The 
child sneezed seven times, and the child 
opened his eyes. 36Then he summoned 
Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite.” 
So he called her. And when she came to 
him, he said, “Pick up your son.” 37She 
came and fell at his feet, bowing to the 
ground. Then she picked up her son and 
went out.

1. In this passage, we witness a woman’s desperation and action when her 
promised son dies. What stands out to you about this woman’s behavior? Why 
does she withhold the truth right away? 

2. How does Elisha treat this woman? What does this teach us? 

3. What is the significance of the actions Elisha took to bring the boy back to life? 
In what ways does this story challenge us to trust God when facing 
"unexpected" or "impossible" tragedies in our own lives? 

 
 



Second Reading: Romans 8:11-19

11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
who dwells in you. 
 

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to 
the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you 
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. 15For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 

you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him. 
 

18For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For 
the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the sons of God.

1. Paul longs to empower believers with the news of the indwelling Holy Spirit. What 
does it mean that the Spirit will give "life to your mortal bodies"? 

2. What is the "life-or-death" difference between living according to the flesh and 
putting to death the deeds of the body by the Spirit? 

3. What does it mean to be "heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ"? How does 
comparing "present sufferings" with "future glory" (v. 18) help you endure difficult 
times? 

 
Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-45 
 
17Now when Jesus came, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, but Mary remained seated in the 
house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said 
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 
 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came 
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away 
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 



man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there 
will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed you would see the 
glory of God?” 41So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42I knew that you always hear 
me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43When he had 

said these things, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man 
who had died came out, his hands and 
feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he 
did, believed in him.

 

1. How is Martha like the Shunnamite woman from 2 Kings 4? What did Martha’s 

confession of faith show both her understanding of Jesus and her limited perspective 

on His timing? 

2. What does Jesus mean when He says, “I am the resurrection…”? How does Jesus 

emphasize that life right now and future life matter to Him? 

3. What is the significance of Jesus ordering the stone to be removed, despite the 

decay? What does this act teach about faith? 

 


