Faith Comes by Hearing Bible Study — 2.11.26 (For 2.15.26)

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and
he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord
and set me down in the middle of the
valley; it was full of bones. ?And he led
me around among them, and behold,
there were very many on the surface of
the valley, and behold, they were very
dry. *And he said to me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?” And | answered, “O
Lord God, you know.” “Then he said to
me, “Prophesy over these bones, and
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word
of the Lord. °Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: Behold, | will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. 8And | will
lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh
to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live, and you shall know that | am the
Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded.
And as | prophesied, there was a sound,
and behold, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8And |
looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them,
and skin had covered them. But there

was no breath in them. °Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus
says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” 1°So |
prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly
great army.

1Then he said to me, “Son of man, these
bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed
cut off.’ 2Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, |
will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And | will bring
you into the land of Israel. *And you shall
know that | am the Lord, when | open
your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. **And | will put my
Spirit within you, and you shall live, and |
will place you in your own land. Then you
shall know that | am the Lord; | have
spoken, and | will do it, declares the
Lord.”

1. Ezekiel is given a powerful vision by God, but it is in an interesting place. Where
does God give this vision? What is significant about “dryness” in these words?
2. What does God ask Ezekiel to do? How does Ezekiel respond, and why is this

important?

3. What does God do? How does this point us to see what God does in us as the
Church? What promises does God deliver to His people?



Second Reading: Philippians 3:12-21

12Not that | have already obtained this or
am already perfect, but | press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. *Brothers, | do not consider
that | have made it my own. But one thing
| do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
15 et those of us who are mature think this
way, and if in anything you think otherwise,
God will reveal that also to you. Only let
us hold true to what we have attained.

17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep

your eyes on those who walk according to
the example you have in us. *¥For many,
of whom | have often told you and now tell
you even with tears, walk as enemies of
the cross of Christ. ®Their end is
destruction, their god is their belly, and
they glory in their shame, with minds set
on earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, 2*who will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by
the power that enables him even to subject
all things to himself.

1. Paul says he has not yet "obtained" this (v. 12). What is “this" he is striving to make
his own? Why is this acknowledgement necessary and important for us?

2. Paul employs a mindset in this endeavor. What is it and how is it helpful for us?

3. How does Paul urge us to follow his example and that of others? What is the hope
Paul invites us to make as our goal for following Jesus?

Gospel: John 17:20-26

20“ do not ask for these only, but also for
those who will believe in me through their
word, ?'that they may all be one, just as
you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that
they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. 2The
glory that you have given me | have given
to them, that they may be one even as we
are one, 2l in them and you in me, that
they may become perfectly one, so that
the world may know that you sent me and
loved them even as you loved me.

2Father, | desire that they also, whom
you have given me, may be with me
where | am, to see my glory that you have
given me because you loved me before
the foundation of the world. 2°O righteous
Father, even though the world does not
know you, | know you, and these know
that you have sent me. %°l made known to
them your name, and | will continue to
make it known, that the love with which
you have loved me may be in them, and |
in them.”

1. These words are Jesus’ last prayer request. Who is Jesus praying for?
2. What is He asking God to do? What purpose would this prayer serve?
3. What is Jesus’ desire for His disciples in all ages?



