
Faith Comes by Hearing Bible Study – 2.4.26 (For 2.8.26)  

First Reading: Ezekiel 36:22-28 
 

22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your 
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about 
to act, but for the sake of my holy name, 
which you have profaned among the 
nations to which you came. 23And I will 
vindicate the holiness of my great name, 
which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned 
among them. And the nations will know 
that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, 
when through you I vindicate my holiness 
before their eyes. 24I will take you from 
the nations and gather you from all the 

countries and bring you into your own 
land. 25I will sprinkle clean water on you, 
and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will cleanse you. 26And I will give you a 
new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
28You shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers, and you shall be my people, 
and I will be your God.

1. Through Ezekiel, God makes a promise to His people to restore them. What does 
God share is the reason for His action? Why is this good news?  

2. God uses the language of cleansing and replacing. What does He cleanse? 
What does He replace? 

3. God also promises His Spirit. How will the Spirit help us and show us that God 
has been faithful to His promises? 

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:15-21

15Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise, 16making the best use 
of the time, because the days are evil. 
17Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 
18And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 

19addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart, 
20giving thanks always and for everything 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another 
out of reverence for Christ.

1. In Ephesians 5, Paul has emphasized that Christians are to be imitators of Jesus. In 
this section, he begins with a word of warning. What does he call us to pay attention 
to? How do we do this? 

2. Paul contrasts a life of debauchery with life in the Spirit. What are the significant 
differences? Are there others?  



3. How does verse 21 connect these commands together? What does this look like in 
our daily lives? 

 
Gospel: John 16:4b-15 
 
4b“I did not say these things to you from 
the beginning, because I was with you. 
5But now I am going to him who sent me, 
and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8And when he comes, he will convict the 
world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in me; 10concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the 

Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11concerning judgment, because the ruler 
of this world is judged. 
 
12“I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. 13When 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on 
his own authority, but whatever he hears 
he will speak, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. 14He will 
glorify me, for he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.

 

1. Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure by also promising someone better to 

come. Who is coming? How will this one come? 

2. When the Spirit comes, what will He do? How will this comfort the disciples? 

3. How does the Holy Spirit "glorify" Jesus? How will His words guide us? 


