Faith Comes by Hearing Bible Study — 10.22.25 (For 10.26.25)

First Reading: Numbers 21:6-9

®Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among
the people, and they bit the people, so
that many people of Israel died. "And the
people came to Moses and said, “We
have sinned, for we have spoken against
the Lord and against you. Pray to the
Lord, that he take away the serpents from

us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a
fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it,
shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the
bronze serpent and live.

1. This passage starts out quite stark, but what happens in the moments before is
the Israelites begin speaking out against God and Moses. God was giving the
Israelites a very real example of their sin. What do the fiery serpents do? How do
they represent the activity and effects of sin?

2. The people realize what they have done. How does the Lord respond to His

people?

3. What did the people have to do to receive healing from the snake bites, and
how does this act demonstrate faith? How does this story point us to Jesus?

Second Reading: Colossians 3:5-15

>Put to death therefore what is earthly in
you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. ®0On account of these the wrath of
God is coming. ‘In these you too once
walked, when you were living in them. 8But
now you must put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk
from your mouth. °Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the
old self with its practices °and have put on
the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator.
1Here there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised,

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ
is all, and in all.

2Pyt on then, as God's chosen ones, holy
and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, *bearing with one another and,
if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
“And above all these put on love, which
binds everything together in perfect
harmony. >And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in one body. And be thankful.

1. Paul lists for the Colossians the earthly matters that are in all of us. Paul calls us to



proactively put these matters to death. Why? How are these areas ones where the

devil likes to work on us?

2. Paul reminds us that we have a new self. What does he emphasize as he teaches

this?

3. Paul shows us what the new self looks like. What evidence does he share with us

about Christ’s work in us?

Gospel: John 3:1-17

!Now there was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2This man came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are
a teacher come from God, for no one can
do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly,
truly, |1 say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
“Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man
be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and
be born?” >Jesus answered, “Truly, truly,
| say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. ®That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that |
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

SNicodemus said to him, “How can these
things be?” ®Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do
not understand these things? Truly,
truly, | say to you, we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. 2If | have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if | tell you heavenly things?
13No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. **And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, *°that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
18“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal
life. "For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved
through him.

1. What is the significance of Nicodemus's visit to Jesus at night?
2. What significance does Jesus connect to the story of the bronze serpent in the

wilderness?

3. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire gospel, and how does its meaning deepen
when understood in the context of John 3:1-15?



