FAITH COMES BY HEARING Bible Study — 4.17.24 (for 4.21.24)

FIRST READING: Genesis 28:10-17

10Jacob left Beersheba and went toward
Haran. 1*And he came to a certain place
and stayed there that night, because the
sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay
down in that place to sleep. ?And he
dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven. And behold, the
angels of God were ascending and
descending on it! **And behold, the Lord
stood above it and said, “| am the Lord, the
God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac. The land on which you lie | will
give to you and to your offspring. **Your

offspring shall be like the dust of the earth,
and you shall spread abroad to the west
and to the east and to the north and to the
south, and in you and your offspring shall
all the families of the earth be blessed.
®Behold, | am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back
to this land. For | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you.”
*Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and
| did not know it.” 1’And he was afraid and
said, “How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.”

1) Jacob feels he is all alone as he leaves, but what does God show him? How

does God do so0?

2) God has news for Jacob. What is that news? Why does it matter?
3) When Jacob awakes, what is his response to God?

Second Reading: Acts 17:22-31

2250 Paul, standing in the midst of the
Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, |
perceive that in every way you are very
religious. 2For as | passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, |
found also an altar with this inscription: “To
the unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to
you. ?*The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in temples made by
man, 2®nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. And he
made from one man every nation of
repent, 3tbecause he has fixed a day on
which he  will judge the worldin
righteousness by a man whom he has

mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods
and the boundaries of their dwelling
place, ?’that they should seek God, and
perhaps feel their way toward him and find
him. Yet he is actually not far from each
one of us, #for “In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your
own poets have said, “For we are indeed
his offspring.” 2°Being then God's
offspring, we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or stone,
an image formed by the art and
imagination of man.**The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he
commands all people everywhere to
appointed; and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”



1) Paul preaches in Athens — a place that is does not know the Scriptures or
have a tradition of monotheism. In what ways does the reflect our current

culture?

2) Paul does not shy away from this place but makes a point of connecting with
this audience in a way that they would understand. What does he use?

3) How does Paul’'s message show us how Jesus can be found, even among
unexpected people in unexpected places?

GOSPEL: Mark 5:1-20

They came to the other side of the sea, to
the country of the Gerasenes. 2And when
Jesus had stepped out of the boat,
immediately there met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3He
lived among the tombs. And no one could
bind him anymore, not even with a chain,
“for he had often been bound with
shackles and chains, but he wrenched the
chains apart, and he broke the shackles in
pieces. No one had the strength to subdue
him. ®Night and day among the tombs and
on the mountains he was always crying
out and cutting himself with stones. ®And
when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and
fell down before him. “And crying out with
a loud voice, he said, “What have you to
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? | adjure you by God, do not torment
me.” 8For he was saying to him, “Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit!” °And Jesus
asked him, “What is your name?” He
replied, “My name is Legion, for we are
many.” 1°And he begged him earnestly not
to send them out of the country. !Now a
great herd of pigs was feeding there on the
hillside, *?and they begged him, saying,

“Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.”
13S0 he gave them permission. And the
unclean spirits came out and entered the
pigs; and the herd, numbering about two
thousand, rushed down the steep bank
into the sea and drowned in the sea.
14The herdsmen fled and told it in the city
and in the country. And people came to
see what it was that had happened. *>And
they came to Jesus and saw the demon-
possessed man, the one who had had the
legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right
mind, and they were afraid. *And those
who had seen it described to them what
had happened to the demon-possessed
man and to the pigs. 1’And they began to
beg Jesus to depart from their region. 8As
he was getting into the boat, the man who
had been possessed with demons begged
him that he might be with him. **And he did
not permit him but said to him, “Go home
to your friends and tell them how much the
Lord has done for you, and how he has
had mercy on you.” 2°And he went away
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for him, and
everyone marveled.

1) Jesus intentionally goes to this region that has a lot of hardship. What difficulties

are present as Mark shares?

2) What is Jesus’ posture towards this man in the midst of deliverance and after?
3) This passage ends with sending — Jesus is sent away from this place and Jesus
sends this man to share about His mercy. What is important about these two

instances of sending?



