
The Abounding Joy Herald 
Gathering in Joy  -  Reaching Out with God’s Love 

Thursday, January 19, 2023 

 
GOD’S WORD—Sunday’s sermon will be posted 

to our church website and http://
www.ajlcmc.org as soon as possible. To prepare 
for Sunday, you’ll want to  read:  Isaiah 9:1-4; I 
Corinthians 1:10-18; and Matthew 4:12-25. 

 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER group meets on Thurs-
days at 8:45 am. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASS for Sunday 

January 22nd, 9:00 am until 9:40 am. "When the 
Rabbi says "GO"!  Come join us as we see and 
hear Ray Vander Laan talk about discipleship. 
Last week we saw that a disciple not only wants 
to know what the "Rabbi" knows but he wants 
to be like him! There is a passion, to have a pas-
sion like the "Rabbi" has. This week we learn a 
lot more about what the "Rabbi" is like when 
the rabbi says GO. Jesus prepares us! Jesus 
equips us! 

 
A SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY will begin some-

time in February,  Together we will study, 
“When God Doesn’t Fix It”, by Laura Story.   A 
sign up sheet will be posted soon. 

 

 God’s blessings to them as they mark this im-
portant milestone in their lives.

MEN’S FAITH TALK has a new meeting time of 
9:30 am on Wednesday mornings.  This 
Wednesday we are starting a new series based 
on the television series "The Chosen". We will 
watch the program for about 30 minutes and 
then enjoy coffee and discussion. We invite you 
to come and begin watching this series togeth-
er. It is the story of Jesus and the people that 
really touches our hearts. The humanness of Je-
sus and the fullness of Jesus as the Messiah are 
powerfully shared. In the first season, we get to 
know Peter, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, Mat-
thew, and of course Jesus. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING Abounding Joy Lutheran 
Church Annual Meeting will be on Sunday Feb-
ruary 5th at 11:00 am.  The Annual reports will 
be available next Sunday, January 29th. We look 
forward to celebrating our past year, and look-
ing ahead to the year to come. Please plan on 
being there. 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany, Jan. 22 , 2023 
Worship is at 10:00 am 

Pastor Ron Boettner, Intentional Interim Pastor 
 Three Worship Options: In-Person, Drive-in (88.5 FM), Video Message 

The most blessed thing we have in life is God's 
Word. The word reveals the great God of the 
universe as the one who calls us His children, 
who redeemed us through the one and only 
Son of God, Jesus. This week we take hold of 
the Good News and embrace this verse: 

 "Come, follow Me," Jesus said,  
"And I will make you fishers of people."  

Matthew 4:19.  
Jesus will give us such a heart for Him and a 
heart for people. God makes people the most 
important thing. He lifts us up to His heart. 

http://www.ajlcmc.org
http://www.ajlcmc.org


FOLLOWING WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY we will 
have fellowship, giving thanks to Marilyn 
Schultz for her twelve years of service as our 
church secretary. We thank her for her dedica-
tion and service to the congregation here at 
Abounding Joy. We will have coffee, meats, 
cheese, fresh veggies, and cake! 

 
A WARM ABOUNDING JOY WELCOME to our 

new Church Secretary, Lisa Hakes! We are 
pleased to welcome Lisa as our new church sec-
retary beginning January 24th. Please stop by 
and introduce yourself to Lisa. We pray that 
God fulfills His good will in her work among us! 

 
TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE  Our Process for 

Calling a New Permanent Pastor:  The Church 
Council will be forming the Call Committee, of 
nine people, in January. During February, they 
will get familiar with the job description of the 
pastor and the profile of our congregation, and 
prepare for interviews. We will invite the con-
gregation to be in regular daily prayer for this 
call process. The notice of the opening will go 
out in early March to all LCMC and NALC con-
gregations. You may give names of qualified 
candidates to the Call Committee, but who and 
when the Call Committee interviews is confi-
dential. Once the Call Committee is confident 
they have found the right candidate they will 
bring the candidate before the Church Council 
and the Congregation before issuing a call.  

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY Heads Up!  I didn’t spell 
it wrong.  It’s time for our annual  “SOUPER” 
Bowl Sunday fellowship meal on Sunday, Febru-
ary 12th following the worship service.  There is 
a sign up sheet available on the info table.   

 
THE CELEBRATE MINNESOTA FESTIVAL will be 

held  on  August 11 and 12 at Whitney Park in St. 
Cloud. Guest speaker, Mike Silva (web page: 
Mike Silva International), author, speaker, mis-
sionary who has shared the Gospel with millions 
of people in at least 35 countries all over the 
world. This event is focusing on reaching out to 
our un-churched community.  We are looking 
to form a prayer team of 6 to 8 people to pray 
weekly for this event.  If you can help in this 
way, please speak to Dale Hellickson or contact 
him at dale-hellickson@yahoo.com. 

 See the bulletin board for the Celebrate MN 
Kickoff Events which start Monday, January 23 
thru Wednesday, January 25. 

 
MOUNT CARMEL MINISTRIES PARTNERSHIP In 

2023, Abounding Joy is entering into a new 
partnership with Mount Carmel Ministries. 
Mount Carmel Ministries is in Alexandria, Min-
nesota on Lake Carlos and their mission for over 
80 years has been to bring families together for 
a time of rest, recreation, and time spent in Bi-
ble study to experience Jesus. This experience is 
similar to a traditional Bible camp, but it is not 
just for kids – whole families from infants to 
seniors can come and spend this time together. 
They offer family camps, retreats, music events, 
and more. We share their desire that families 
will be formed and grounded by the Word of 
God, and we are aligned in our biblical values 
and the Lutheran tradition. Our hope in 2023, is 
that families and adults from our congregation 
will take advantage of this new opportunity. We 
are committed to spreading the word about 
Mount Carmel and praying for its ministry. 
Abounding Joy will also support Mount Carmel 
financially by committing $500 in 2023. 
Abounding Joy members will then receive a 
20% discount on any Mt. Carmel programs they 
choose to attend.        Tim Knorek 

 
SNOW SHOVELING  It is quite evident that now is 

the season for snow shoveling. We do need vol-
unteers to shovel the sidewalk areas. Please 
sign up on the calendar on the info table if you 
are willing and able to help in this area. 

 

FAITH MATTERS:  Jesus said if we came to Him 
He would give us living water. That is the key. 
Coming to Him! Living water is better than life 
itself. Living water fills our soul. Living water 
gives us hope and strength. A young lumber-
jack once wanted to impress an old lumber-
jack with how much faster he could cut down 
trees, and he laughed when he saw the old 
man always sitting down sharpening his axe. 
But by the end of the day the old lumberjack 
who kept his axe sharp fell many more trees! 

This Sunday we will be giving each household 
a small book called "I am a Church Member". 
It is an easy fun read, only about 60 short pag-
es. But it is a way to sharpen our axe, to dis-
cover anew what it means to be a Christian, to 
be a "functioning" Christian. We invite you to 
read chapters one and two and next Sunday, 
January 29th after coffee from 11:20-11:50am, 
we invite you to join a small group and discuss 
what it means to be a healthy church member. 
What are the key attitudes to have in our life 
towards God and others?  Pastor Ron Boettner 



HAPPENINGS AT ABOUNDING JOY
 

Today, Jan. 19 

 6:30 pm   Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday, Jan. 21 

 10:00-11:30 am  Every Tribe and Tongue Prayers 
 

Sunday, Jan. 22 

 9:00 am  Sunday School, Confirmation and Adult Video Class 

 10:00 am  Worship Service  

 11:00 am  Fellowship and Marilyn’s Retirement Recognition 

 2:30-5:00 pm  Every Tribe and Tongue Gathering 
 

Monday, Jan. 23 

 6:45 pm  Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal 
 

Tuesday, Jan.. 24 

     6:30 pm   Worship and Music Team Meeting 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 25 

 9:30 am  Men’s Faith Talk  

 Noon-1:00 pm  Noon Bible Study 
      

Thursday, Jan. 26 

 8:45 am  Intercessory Prayer Group meets 

 6:30 pm  NO Choir Rehearsal 

Abounding Joy Lutheran Church 
LCMC - Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (www.lcmc.net) 

NALC - North American Lutheran Church (www.theNALC.org)      

Ministers:  All the people of Abounding Joy 
 

Intentional Interim Pastor:  Pastor Ron Boettner 
Pastor Ron’s contact info: (651) 470-4337   email:  ronboettner@gmail.com       

 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries: Tim Knorek 
Tim’s contact info: (507) 508-4128    email:  tknorek@ajlcmc.org 

 

Church Secretary:  Marilyn Schultz  Custodian: Al Kutz 
 Minister of Music:  Ginny Shimota 

Acoustic Joy Directors:  Roger DeBoer and Cindi Rhoe 
 

The Church Council welcomes your feedback and suggestions. 
 Kim Mielke, President     Jim Tuorila, Vice-President     Jeanie Frolander, Secretary     Bruce Peterson, Treasurer      

   Derek Brinkman     Carolyn Fiskness     Deb Hendrickson     Marc Schrantz     Darlene Stover      
 
 

6000 County Road 120, St. Cloud, MN  56303 
Phone:   (320) 217-8784     Email:   general.info@ajlcmc.org  OR  bulletin@ajlcmc.org 

Website:   www.aboundingjoy.org 
Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 am-1:00 pm 


